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Summer is Here... 
It’s hard to believe the year is over!   Students have been very busy during the 

fourth quarter, with End-of-Grade testing, classroom projects, Math Olympiad, 

and special events like the Math Bee.    If you haven’t already, take some time to 

think about enrichment opportunities for your scholar this summer…What's the 

best way for your child to spend an enjoyable and satisfying summer?   

At the National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC), they find that children 

are able to best develop their potential in an environment that offers experienc-

es suited to individual needs. Well-matched and appropriate educational pro-

grams give children opportunities to develop their talent potential, and the sum-

mer months can provide powerful learning options that extend well beyond reg-

ular classroom fare.  

Our state and community offer such a variety of engaging opportunities you 

should easily find one to match your child’s interests.  Look on page four of  the 

newsletter for a place to get started.  And if you need help, the NAGC offers ad-

vice as well as a resource directory to help you choose the ultimate experience 

to enrich your child’s summer.             http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=1103    

A detailed listing of other local summer opportunities can be found at 

www.charlottesummercamps.org.    

If you want your student to stay closer to home this summer, don’t forget about 

things you can do yourself:  

-Take your child to the public library and engage your family in a novel study. 

-Send your student outdoors for a math scavenger hunt. 

-Head to concerts in the park and enjoy a cultural experience. 

 

Our tech-savvy students may have some extra screen time  over summer break. 

There are many fabulous sites that promote creativity and encourage higher 

level thinking. I will be updating our TD wiki this summer to include many sug-

gested links for both parents and students.  Check back often for updates!     

 

I also recommend going to www.brianhousand.com. Click on 2011 then 60 on 

60. All sites have been vetted for parents.   You’ll find some great  resources! 

Talent Development — Davidson Elementary School June 2013 

http://destd.cmswiki.wikispaces.net/
http://www.nagc.org/index.aspx?id=1103
http://www.charlottesummercamps.org
http://www.brianhousand.com/


2013-14 TD 

Supply List 

Here are some            

OPTIONAL items that 

students may find useful 

in their TD work next 

year… 

 

 iPad stylus 

 Earbuds 

(labeled with 

student name 

or a unique 

design) 

 Sticky notes 

(Post-It 

brand is best, 

lined or un-

lined, square 

or rectangle) 

Tech Talk 
As you know, we were SO lucky to be a part of the iPad grant-winning team at 

DES this year.    Students were introduced to the iPad as a learning device using 

both educational games and academic applications.  I can’t wait to delve even 

deeper into classroom use with the iPads next year for research, skills practice, 

literature study, and product creation. 

Next year, I am open to students bringing their own technology for learning pur-

poses.   Procedures will of course need to be determined with the classroom 

teacher’s rules and expectations. 

If your child has a tablet or iPod touch at home, below are some free apps that we 

will be using next year.    Students  MAY wish to download on their own device.  

 Nearpod       • Animoto 

 Gaggle       • Educreations 

 Tiny Scan       • Visualize (Free version) 

 Evernote / Skitch    • Khan Academy 

 SimplTransfer      • Socrative (Student) 

Math News 
The 2012-2013  Davidson Elementary Math Bee will be held on June 6th.    A 

qualifying assessment was given in each 3rd-5th Grade homeroom.   The top six 

scorers from each class will compete as a team for trophies and bragging rights!    

We look forward to the fun and friendly competition, which is always enjoyed by 

our students! 

All 2012-13 Math Olympiad participants will receive a certificate to honor their ef-

forts.   Students may also receive a felt patch or a pin based on their scores.   

Math Olympiad top scorers for  5th Grade will be announced at Graduation, and 

all participating students will be recognized for their achievements.  Fourth grade 

top scorers will be recognized at their end of year awards ceremony.  We are SO 

proud of all our hardworking Math Olympians!  

 

Keep those problem-solving skills sharp over the sum-

mer, Mathletes, as we  prepare for another mathematical 

quest in the 2013-14 Math Olympiad season!  Head to 

www.moems.org/zinger.htm for the Math Olympiad 

“Problem of the Month.” 

http://www.moems.org/zinger.htm


Summer 
Reading for 

Parents! 
 

If you are looking for 

deeper understanding 

of your child’s learning 

profile, check out this 

interesting article from 

gifted education guru 

Bertie Kingore, Ph.D.  

An interesting read 

that may provide some 

useful insight into the 

mind of your DES 

Tiger! 

High Achiever, 
Gifted Learner, 

Creative Thinker 
By: Bertie Kingore, Ph.D. 

www.bertiekingore.com/

high-gt-create.htm 

LOOKING AHEAD: 2013-2014 
Mr. Jarrett has graciously worked with me to allow for push-in TD services next year.   This means I will be able to  

work closely with classroom teachers to create differentiated lessons and units.    I will be able to assist with inte-

grating rigorous activities into the entire school day.    This is truly best practice, as our gifted learners are gifted all 

day long, not just for 45 minutes a week!   More information to come in August! 

Good news...the TD department is optimistic that we will regain an additional 2-day TD Teacher position next year!  

Keep your fingers crossed! 

 Next year I will be offering optional monthly book clubs for grades 2/3 and 4/5.   Students will read a selected book 

independently, and meet  during the school day for a casual group discussion and activity relating to the text.     

Look for more information in August.      

I am also looking into the possibility of a Robotics Club, Battle of the Books team,  and/or Science Olympiad.           

I will email parents a survey to determine parent/student interest this summer. 

Summer Reading Requirements 
As you know, I want our Davidson Tigers to strive for excellence and be 

the best they can be.  One way to do this is by reading.  So, this year I 

have created a required reading list for the summer.  

On my wiki, and in your report card envelope,  you will find a reading list 

for your grade level.  I would like for you to read at least 

two of those books this summer.   You are more than wel-

come to read more than two of the suggested titles! 

Along with reading the books, I have provided extra credit activities that 

you may choose to complete.  In order to receive extra credit, you must 

complete two activities for a book.   You are more than welcome to do 

more than two books and activities.  All extra credit assignments will 

be due August 30, 2013.  Please make sure your project is well orga-

nized and neat.  It is your time to shine!  

 Please free feel to email me anytime throughout the summer with ques-

tions, comments, or suggestions.  Happy Reading!  

http://www.bertiekingore.com/high-gt-create.htm
http://www.bertiekingore.com/high-gt-create.htm
http://www.bertiekingore.com/high-gt-create.htm
http://www.bertiekingore.com/high-gt-create.htm


TD WISHLIST 
 

 Beanbag chairs, pillows, 

and comfy seating 

 iPad styluses 

 Earbuds 

 Pencils/erasers 

 Bookcases 

 iTunes gift cards, to pur-

chase e-books for student 

use 

The Gifted Reader’s Bill of Rights 

 Readers have the right to… 

 

   Read at a pace and level appropriate to readi-

ness without regard to grade placement 

 

   Reread many books and not finish every book 

 

   Discuss but not have to defend reading choice 

and taste 

 

   Read several books at the same time 

 

   Pursue a self-selected topic  in depth through 

reading and writing  

 

   Guidance rather than dictation of what is good 

literature and how to find the best 

Excerpted from  

Kingore, Bertie.  (2002).   Austin: Professional Associates Publishing. 


